March 23rd, 2002

Hi Gavin

I have returned from another run, have had a bath and my lunch and a bit of a rest. As I feel pretty good after the run, I am writing the letters now instead of waiting until tomorrow. 

Just before starting, I was watching the HK Rugby 7s on TV. I will stop writing if an important game comes on. The TV broadcast is only on a Chinese channel but that doesn’t matter too much as all the writing is in English. The tournament started last night with each team playing once. Today each team plays twice. Have not seen NZ play yet though they won their first two games easily as would be expected. There are many empty seats in the upper stands so I don’t know if all the tickets have been sold or not, though they are filling up slowly. However, the back stand behind the far try line is full; this is the one where a lot of people dress up and goof around. The tough competition does not begin until tomorrow with the finals. Today has been wet at times though it is much cooler than in previous days with a maximum of only about 22OC.

Good conditions for running. Temperatures have been about 27OC for the past few days but a cold front was expected later today – as often happens, it comes after my runs!! But this time it came earlier than expected. It was raining quite hard when I left here but eased off a bit when I started running then stopped after a while. Went for on a longer route around Tai Lam Chung reservoir. Clear air – from the top of a hill I could easily see the airport and also HK Island; a good shower certainly cleans up the air. And once again the run was fast! Last year it took about 3 hours 30 minutes; today it took only 2 hours, 56 minutes – a whopping 34 minutes or 16% faster! (Last year, the route was new so that would add some time as I worked out where to go, and also the injuries didn’t help.) 

Not much else to write about. Few entries in my diary. No more bus accidents to comment on! But a body was found near the airport – probably the master of the dredge that was involved in the collision with a container ship that I told you about. Saw on TV that KGV is celebrating its centenary. I didn’t realise it was quite that old. Of course, when it began it was not called KGV. I think I mentioned that a Eurasian chap called Sir Robert Hotung donated a sum of money to build a school for students of different races. At the time, this was not thought desirable so the school was put on hold. Later, he was persuaded to donate the money to a school for expatriates who had nowhere to go. 

A Chinese engineer who is a US citizen has been jailed in China for 5 years for “obtaining state secrets”. I think the “state secrets” involved some information be picked up about factories in China. But little protest this time from the US so it might be genuine this time. Remember the Chinese US citizen from the City University who was jailed in China for ‘spying’ about a year ago but soon released? Well, he has been frustrated with the university administration since he returned (e.g. docking his pay while he was in jail) and has decided to leave and return to the US. 

[Papua New Guinea just between Chinese Taipei 21 to 14. Sometimes a match between two lesser but equally-matched teams can be more interesting than one between a very good team and a very poor team.]

In the past week I have been downloading quite a lot of MP3 classical music. All perfectly legal (sponsored by a company). Did an Internet search and found lots of MP3 sites but have only used the first one I tried. The quality of the music is very good. And as the CD on the hi-fi is not working, I have copied many of the disks to my hard drive for playing on the Microsoft “Media Player”. So, the next computer I get will have a read and write CD drive as wells as a much better sound system for use as a hi-fi system. And with so much stuff free (at the moment) on the Internet, it seems sensible.  

[HK just beaten Russia 7 – 0 but were beaten by the US in an earlier match, which I didn’t see. Also saw NZ beat Scotland 31 – 7 but they did not look very good. Also, it took me until half-time to work out who was who. Scotland had a black and white shirt that looked like the one NZ used to have; and NZ had a white shirt with three thin black hoops. Then Canada beat South Africa – don’t know the score as they stopped showing it on the TV screen.]

[24/3/02]

Good to get your phone calls again. From the call and your email regarding the helicopter school, don’t necessarily reject it just yet. If you really want it, consider it and how to overcome the difficulties. Financially, you don’t have to worry. With your VA allowance and my savings that are for just this sort of use, you will have NO debt! And regarding the maths, it may seem difficult at the moment, but you don’t really know what the syllabus is. Consider trying to learn the maths even if it is difficult. It may require a lot of hard work and effort, but in life we often need to work hard and struggle to get things that we need. Don’t give up – I will help where I can and there will be others who will help. Even the helicopter school might give the necessary help – I’m sure not all their students are maths whizzes! I will look up information on the CUHK Language School and the HK Police and let you know. 

That’s about if for now. Managed to write more than one page!

Cheers.

Dad
PS: HK Rugby 7s. Heavy rain Sunday afternoon. Results:

Cup: England win (first time in HK); beat Fiji 33 – 20. (NZ knocked out in the quarter-finals; beaten by Fiji 10 – 7. NZ didn’t even look like they would score.)

Plate: South Africa (forced into the ‘second ‘level’ after poor performances yesterday.)

Bowl: Morocco 
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